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A 7.0 Amendment to height statements March 2013 
 12 Amendment to storm water management statement  
B  Removal of Urban Design Guidelines and Development 

Controls sections 
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Note: 
 
This document, “Rivergate Commercial Precinct Architectural Design Controls” is the second part of a 3 volume 
document set which control development within the Rivergate Phase 1D Commercial Precinct, i.e.: 
 

 Rivergate Commercial Precinct Urban Design Guidelines; 
 Rivergate Commercial Precinct Architectural Design Controls; 
 City of Cape Town By-law and Development Management Scheme (zoning scheme) 

 
Other legal documents also apply in the design of buildings and overall developments, i.e.: 
 

 Walling and Fences Policy; 
 Tall Buildings Policy; 
 Urban Design Policy; 
 Outdoor advertising; 
 Building regulations 
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DEFINITIONS 
 
In this document, unless inconsistent with the context, the following words and expressions shall have the 
meanings hereby assigned to them: 
 
Aska: Aska Property Group (Proprietary) Limited, of Unit 2, 

Aska House, Link Road, Parklands, Table View, (Fax 
no. 021 556 1888). 

Association: Rivergate Commercial Precinct Property Owners 
Association. 

Best Management Practices (BMPs): These are devices, practices or methods for removing, 
reducing or retarding stormwater runoff flows, or 
preventing targeted stormwater runoff constituents, 
pollutants and contaminants from reaching receiving 
waters. BMPs include infrastructure, operational 
practices and maintenance procedures. 

Bioretention Cells: Bioretention cells consist of an excavated basin or 
trench that is filled with porous media layers (sand) and 
planted with vegetation. Water Quality Treatment is 
achieved through stormwater that is allowed to 
percolate down through the sand (porous media) and is 
again collected below the sand filter layer to be 
discharged to the Municipal System.       

Bulk: Means “Rentable Area” as defined by SAPOA in the 
2005 Edition of its publication (Method for measuring 
floor areas in buildings). 

Character Area (CA) Focus points or areas where particular urban design 
attention should be given so as to create prominent 
areas of interest, where market conditions permit. 

Commercial Precinct Rivergate Commercial Precinct (Phase 1D) 
Commercial: A development consisting primarily of retail and office 

floor space, but could also include storage/warehousing 
as an ancillary use together with the commercial 
component. In all instances the relevant commercial 
site development parameters will apply. 

Guidelines: Rivergate Commercial Architectural Design Controls. 
Design Guidelines: The guidelines stipulated in the Rivergate Commercial 

Precinct Design Guidelines and not in terms of the 
parameters of the underlying zoning scheme.  

  
Architectural Guidelines Architectural Design Guidelines refer to actual building 

design features, their response to urban design 
guidelines as well as the technical development 
controls. 

Impervious Areas: Impervious areas are exposed surfaces where 
rainwater cannot infiltrate and will run off under gravity. 
Examples are rooftops, roads, parking areas and 
hardened storage areas. 
 

Industrial: Light Industrial. 
LA: The Local Authority, being The City of Cape Town. 
Landscaping: Means soft landscaping, inclusive of lawns and 

planting. 
Litter traps: Litter traps are specially designed chambers that 

incorporate screens to remove suspended matter from 
stormwater before it is discharged to the municipal 
system. 
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ME or the Seller:  The Milnerton Estates Limited (Co. Reg. No. 
1897/000196/06), of 9 Church Square, Cape Town (Fax 
021 461 0523). 

MEAJV: The Milnerton Estates Aska Joint Venture. 
Oil/grit Interceptor: Oil/grit interceptors are specifically designed chambers 

to remove grit through sedimentation 
and hydrocarbons through phase separation from 
stormwater before it is discharged to the municipal 
system. 

Precinct: Rivergate Commercial Precinct (Phase1D) 
Property: The immoveable property forming the subject matter as 

contemplated herein, being vacant land (an 
undeveloped site) to be developed in terms of the use 
rights afforded to the Property and in accordance with 
the Design Guidelines and Development Controls. 
The use rights afforded to each property will be 
recorded in the Agreement of Sale for that property. 

Purchaser: The party who contracts with the Seller for the purchase 
of the property in terms of an Agreement of Sale. 

Rivergate Commercial Precinct: All properties falling within the extent of the boundary 
as illustrated in Figure 2, or as amended from time to 
time. 

Stormwater Management: Stormwater Management entails the holistic approach 
to treat runoff from impervious areas on a developed 
site so as to improve the quality and control the quantity 
of the final discharge to the Municipal Stormwater 
System. 

Review Committee: Rivergate Commercial Precinct Design Review 
Committee. 

SDP: Site Development Plan. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 
 
The Design Guidelines outline the envisaged character for the development and management of the Rivergate 
Commercial Precinct, Phase 1D. The purpose of the Guidelines is to ensure that the incremental development 
of the Commercial Precinct gives rise to a harmonious and functional urban environment.  
 
While a mixed use of activities will be established along Sandown Road, including light industrial, the primary 
focus will be on buildings accommodating mixed use commercial, i.e. office, retail, service stations, cafes, 
restaurants, associated business premises, residential above ground floor and supporting facilities. 
 
2.0 DESIGN PHILOSOPHY AND SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT INFORMANTS  
 
Development proposals will be assessed in terms of both the wider spatial and local urban design context as 
well in terms of the detail of the site and the proposed building’s function. To this end, Figure 2, “The Third 
Development Framework: “Conceptual Spatial Allocation of Land Use, Movement & Community Facilities”, 
together with the Rivergate Urban Design Guidelines, (Figure 3), should all be considered. 
 
The urban design guidelines recognise that particular nodes will be important positive focus points, or character 
areas, within the project area and its urban context. Conversely, there are also areas where a conflict between 
juxtaposed land uses could arise, if their differences are not recognised and appropriately addressed at the 
urban design context and building design level. 
 
The specific built form of a particular development proposal should be informed by context, permissible bulk, 
building lines, height restrictions, parking requirements, landscaping, and the sites relationship with the 
adjacent land uses. 
 
While the Design Guidelines do not prescribe a specific architectural style, they will encourage a consistent use 
of materials and finishes that will give rise to a coherent theme and character to the Commercial Precinct. 
 
A Design Review Committee will be established by the Property Owners Association to review site 
development plans and to vet the final building plans prior to their submission to the City for approval. 
Prospective developers will be encouraged to communicate with the Committee at the earliest possible stage, 
so as to fully understand the intent of the Guidelines. 
 
 
3.0 RIVERGATE COMMERCIAL PRECINCT 
 
See Figures 1- 4 for the location and context of Rivergate Phase One, and the extent and character areas of 
the Rivergate Commercial Precinct itself. Note that the extent of the Commercial Precinct is subject to 
amendment, the process of which is managed by MEAJV, the Property Owners Association. 
 
3.1 Rivergate Commercial Precinct Property Owners Association 
 
All property owners in the Rivergate Commercial Precinct will be required to be members of the Rivergate 
Commercial Precinct Property Owners Association, (RCPPOA) as per condition 1.6 of the City’s December 
2011 amended rezoning approval. The Association’s responsibilities are set out in the constitution of the 
Rivergate Commercial Precinct Property Owners Association. 
 
All development proposals, further subdivisions and consolidations are subject to the approval of the 
RCPPOA’s Design Review Committee, prior to submission to the Local Authority for approval. 
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3.2 Bulk 
 
Note that the City’s Zoning Scheme’s bulk ratio for the Mixed Use zoning does not apply for the 
Rivergate Commercial Precinct.  
 
For the Rivergate development, various bulk pools have been calculated and approved for implementation by 
the MEAJV. 
 
The distribution of the bulk that has been allocated to the Rivergate Commercial Precinct is allocated by the 
township developer who will maintain a bulk rights register. The register will record the total bulk rights (i.e. the 
“bulk pool”) as well as the rights afforded to each property within the Precinct. The Agreement of Sale for each 
property will record the bulk rights afforded to that property. 
 
Additional bulk rights may be purchased from the township developer if the Purchaser, or the successor-in-title, 
wishes to increase the bulk afforded to the property, after the conclusion of the Agreement of Sale. Such 
additional bulk will be extracted from the respective bulk pool until such time as the pool has been depleted. 
 
The development of each site, and the utilization of all bulk, is subject to the parameters of the Design 
Guidelines, as well as to the town planning conditions applicable to each and every site.  
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4.0 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN CONTROLS  
  
4.1 DESIGN INTENTION 
 
Due to the close proximity of the two nodes along Sandown Road, development should create a visually 
acceptable urban form, scale, massing, architectural image and landscaping. 
 
While a particular architectural theme and style is not prescribed for Commercial Precinct, a certain amount of 
architectural coherence is required. 
 
As such, the Review Committee will, when assessing development proposals, pay particular attention to the 
use of architectural elements that promote an overall coherent visual and development form. Designers must 
therefore acquaint themselves through research of existing development proposals for Rivergate and 
discussions with the Review Committee’s representative. 
 
The architectural design guidelines described below aims to prescribe a central design image in terms of 
consistent use of standardised materials, colours and landscaping. 
 
A property may include a variety of land uses, e.g. offices and retail, and the building’s design should cater for 
the long-term relationships of much a land use mix. 
 
 
Minimise scale and massing by incorporating the use of: 
 

 Vertical or horizontal offsets in wall surfaces 
 Varying sizes of structures 
 Articulate details around doors and window openings 
 Avoid long, repetitive, monotonous facades 
 Reduce expansive roof designs 

 
4.2 ROOFS 
 
Roof lines for large buildings to be broken up with variations in height, form or other articulations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Materials and finish permitted: 
 

 Painted Sheet metal or corrugated fibre cement 
 
 

Materials and finish – not permitted: 
 

 Unpainted galvanised roof sheeting or any other reflective roof sheeting 
 Big six profile sheeting 
 Canadian profile sheeting 
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Pitch:  
 Not to exceed 35 degrees 

 
Flat roofs: 

 Edge of roof sheeting to be screened with parapet walls on the street façade i.e. not to be visible 
from the street 

 
Colours: 

 Light to dark grey 
 
Rainwater goods: 
 

 White, light to dark grey 
 
Eaves: 

 No limits applicable 
 
Parking shade cover: 

 Silver / grey off-the-shelf shade-cloth structures/awnings permitted 
 
4.3 FINISH MATERIALS  
 
External walling - Specifically excluded: 

 Unpainted and/or unplastered, block or brickwork (other than face brickwork) or any other 
unfinished wall surface 

 External walling exceeding 9m in length without variation to wall finish by the introduction of a 
variation to the paint, recesses, buttresses, plaster bands or alternative acceptable finish as listed 
hereunder 

 Glass bricks / windows set in pre-cast concrete surrounds 
 Overburnt bricks or any other clay brick colour other than those permitted below 
 Imitation pre-cast concrete rock cladding or cement face brickwork 

 
External walls may comprise of: 

 Plastered and painted, brick or block units 
 Bagged brickwork or brickwork with cleanly raked joints, using brick modules not exceeding 

230mm long by 120mm high, painted 
 Red face-brick permitted 
 Face-brick building to have plaster bands around window and door openings 
 Red clay face-brick plinths, bands and accents are encouraged to add articulation to buildings 
 Any combination of the above acceptable finishes 
 Authentic hand-packed stone wall cladding permitted as feature architecture, but not to exceed 

15% of the wall surface area. 
  
External cladding or metal designed buildings:  

 Avoid long, stark and uninterrupted panels with continuous vertical seams. 
 Incorporation of other building materials is encouraged 
 Cladding material can be fibre cement or factory painted steel, flat or corrugated sheeting 

Colours: 
 All colours including white and off white flowing into natural warm earth tones, excluding extremely 

bright & dark hues, can be used as the predominant colour 
 Brighter and darker hues can be considered as contrasting colours for prominent design features 

on buildings 
 Contrasting colours should be used for small areas (<15% of the wall area on that elevation) for 

accent only 
 National & International company branding where applicable. 
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4.4 WINDOWS & DOORS 
 
Design: 

 No “mirror” reflecting glazing 
 
Colours: 

 White 
 Light to dark grey 

 
4.5 PERIMETER WALLING 
 
Design: 

 Refer to the City’s Walling and Fences Policy. 
 Solid walling, plastered and painted, or built of face brickwork matching that of the main structure, 

will only be permitted on the boundary at the entrance or gateway providing access to the property 
or to screen refuse or service yards. 

 Brick piers in walling must be plastered and painted, or built of brickwork matching that of the main 
structure. 

 Where a property level is higher or lower than the immediate road level, the column and palisade 
fence can have a low kicker wall that can serve as a retaining wall. 

 New developments are encouraged to continue an existing wall design, or at a minimum, 
compliment an existing design. 

 Maximum height of 1.8m except for certain areas requiring improved security. In such instances 
the maximum height shall be 2.4m. 

 No diamond-mesh or wire strand fencing on the street boundary and where implemented on 
common boundaries, should not to be visible from the street. Electric fencing to be integrated with 
the wall’s design; 

 Screening of palisade fencing, except by means of natural vegetation, is not permitted 
 Where pre-cast concrete retaining structures (interlocking blocks) are used on the street frontages 

(where the property is higher than the street level), the angle of the wall must be such so as to 
provide sufficient space to plant with suitable trailing plant species. No vertical (< 10°) structures 
will be permitted. 

 
 

Colour/finish: 
 Bagged, fair faced or plastered walling painted white to off-white flowing into natural warm earth 

tones, excluding extremely bright & dark hues 
 
Pre-cast concrete walling: 

 Prohibited 
 
 

Acceptable examples of perimeter walling (see below - plastered and painted columns / palisade with / 
without “kicker wall”) 

 
 
Unacceptable examples of walling and fencing (see below - pre-cast, pebble dashed, shade-cloth 
screening) 
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4.6 SERVICE AND REFUSE YARDS 

 Refuse and service structures should be architecturally compatible with the main building 
 Yards should furthermore be screened by means of appropriate walling and landscaping 

If column and palisade fence is used on the boundary, a solid walled section must be incorporated 
between two columns to screen yards where yards are permissible. 

 No refuse yard or yard used for the purposes of storage may abut the Sandown Road or M12 road 
reserve 

 
 

4.7 SECURITY 
 

External Security bars: 
 External security bars are permitted. 
 Colours to match window and doors frames. 
 Design of bars should coincide with window frames where possible. 
 Design should be restricted to simple geometric vertical and horizontal metal bars 
 
 
Electrical fencing: 
 Anchor posts or brick/blockwork piers are to be extended to discretely accommodate electric 

wiring 
 The maximum height of electric fence permitted is 450mm above the height of boundary walling or 

fencing 
 An electric fence must be at least 1.8m above the ground level at any point 
 Electrical fences may not encroach over the site boundary. 
 Freestanding electrical fencing shall not be erected along any boundary in such positions that 

persons can inadvertently come into contact therewith 
 

Razor wire, barbed wire or glass shards: 
 Not permitted 

 
4.8 SIGNAGE 
 

 All signage is to be in accordance with the City of Cape Town’s signage 
policy and is to be approved of by the Review Committee in consultation 
with the Environment Resource Management Department. 

 No free standing signage, on roofs or in streets 
 No signage artwork to be painted on roofs 
 Individual signage boards to be fixed to a masonry wall and limited to a 

maximum height of 1m on sites measuring up to 1,000m² and to a height 
of 2m on sites measuring more than 1,000m² 

 No 3rd party advertising signage or boards permitted 
 Signage may not be painted directly onto any wall or façade 
 Signage on the boundary walling will only be permitted at the entrance or 

gateway providing access to the property 
 A solid walled section can be incorporated between two columns for the 

purposes of hosting signage at the access/gateway 
 The use of signage “towers” is encouraged. 
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4.9 SCREENING OF ROOFTOP EQUIPMENT 
 

 No mechanical equipment, antennae or satellite dishes shall be erected on the face of any building 
fronting onto the street boundary. 

 Television, electrical antennae (where applicable) or satellite dishes shall be placed at the side or 
the rear of buildings and in such a position that these are least visible from the front or any street 
boundary. 

 Solar panels should be flush mounted where possible with the roof with the associated storage / 
heating cylinders accommodated within the roof space and / or below the roof and out of sight. 

 Solar panels mounted on flat or low incline roofs to be screened from street level. 
 
4.10 AIR CONDITIONING UNITS 
 

 Air conditioning condenser units to be placed on the ground and to be screened by 
walling/landscaping 

 All pipe work to be concealed/internalised. 
 Surface wall mounted air conditioning units acceptable providing these are flush mounted with 

external facing grills finished to match either external paintwork or window frames. 
 
 
5.0 ENERGY EFFICIENT DESIGN 
 
Building designs should integrate energy efficient features into building design. The use of the following 
features is strongly encouraged: 
 

 Buildings to be designed and positioned to make maximum use of natural energy (solar, wind) so 
as to minimise the usage of artificial lighting and mechanical air conditioning. 

 Internal systems to adhere to energy efficient design principles regarding lighting, the use of 
energy, waste disposal, grey water systems, permeable paving.  

 Features for natural lighting must be an integral part of the roof and wall design. 
 Window louvres and double-glazing.  
 Solar powered hot water systems. 
 The capture of rainwater and grey water for irrigation purposes. 

 
6.0 LEGAL CONTEXT  
 
The Guidelines outlined in the document are drafted specifically for the Commercial Precinct. These have been 
sourced from a number of similar guidelines used for existing and successful, small office/industrial 
development elsewhere in the Cape Town Metropole and adjusted for the specific purposes of the Commercial 
Precinct. 
 
The Agreement of Sale contractually binds the Purchaser to the conditions of the Design Guidelines and 
Development Controls. Further, compliance with these guidelines and controls will become obligatory, as 
compliance thereto will be written into the Constitution of the Association of which all Purchasers shall 
automatically become a member upon transfer of the property to them. All successors–in-title shall be bound by 
these conditions. 
 
In terms of the Agreement of Sale, the Purchaser acknowledges that Rivergate will be developed in 
incremental phases. As such, the Purchaser undertakes to not object to any existing or new development that 
has been approved by the Review Committee in terms of the provisions of these guidelines or subsequent 
amended versions thereof. Amendments to the Guidelines may be approved by the Review Committee prior to 
the submission to the Local Authority for their final decision. 
 
The structure and content of all Site Development Plans prepared on behalf of the Purchaser or his successor-
in-title will be informed by the guidelines as outlined in this document or amended versions thereof. 
 
6.1 ZONING 
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The City of Cape Town’s Integrated Zoning Scheme provides the development controls for all development 
within the Commercial Precinct and must be consulted together with the Urban Design Guidelines and 
Architectural Controls documents. 
 
6.2 REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 
The Review Committee will initially comprise the ME and Aska and their appointed consultants, and upon the 
earlier resignation of these parties, or the transfer of the last erf in the Park, this responsibility shall rest with the 
committee appointed by the Association in terms of its Constitution. 
 
The Review Committee is the responsible authority in dealing with any uncertainty in the interpretation of the 
Guidelines. 
 
7.0 DEVELOPMENT IMPLEMENTATION 
 
7.1 SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN (SDP) 
 
A Site Development Plan will be required for all improvements, alterations and changes in land use. 
 
Site Development Plans are to be presented to the Review Committee for approval by a registered architectural 
professional prior to the submission of building plans to the Local Authority for their ultimate approval. 
 
The Purchaser or successors-in-title may not submit any SDP or building plan for approval to the LA unless the 
Review Committee has approved the SDP. The stamping of the SDP plans by the Review Committee shall 
bear evidence of their approval. 
 
The SDP application shall be submitted to the Review Committee via the offices of Milnerton Estates or Aska. 
Whilst the under mentioned information is by no means complete, and further requirements may be presented 
during the approval process, the following shall at a minimum be indicated on all SDP applications: 
 
Site Plan: 

 A fully dimensioned and co-ordinated site plan based on a surveyor’s diagram must be provided 
on an A1, A2 or A3 paper sheet at a workable scale of 1:100, 1:200, 1:250, 1:500, 1:1,000, 
1:2,000 or 1:2,500 

 North Point and scale bar 
 Adjacent erven (with erf numbers), street names and locality plan 
 Topography (embankments, contours/spot heights) 

 
Land Use Table and where applicable, details of each separate land use component of a mixed use 
development, indicating: 
 

 The number of parking bays required and proposed 
 The number of visitor’s parking bays required and proposed 
 The number of loading bays required and proposed  
 Bulk permitted and proposed 
 Extent in m² of landscaping required and proposed 

 
 
The Site Development Plan drawings shall indicate: 

 Locality Plan - Local Context 
 Layout of all buildings and structures 
 Elevations and sections 
 Servitudes 
 Parking, access point and vehicular movement 
 Refuse - room/yard/storage facility 
 Ground floor levels relative to the back of footway or street giving access to the property 
 Roof pitches, material and colour of roofing 
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 Building specifications with referenced doors and fenestration 
 Exterior finishes 
 External paint colours 
 Boundary fencing/walling 
 External lighting 
 Rain water downpipes  
 Sewerage and waste pipes 
 Air conditioning units 
 Engineering details showing electrical, sewer, water and stormwater routes, services connection 

points and required ESKOM mini-substation site 
 Storm water management in accordance with the City’s policy and guidelines included in this 

document 
 Hard landscaping 
 Soft landscaping as per the Rivergate Commercial Precinct Street Trees, Shrubs and Ground 

Cover approved species list or other plant species acceptable to the Design Committee 
 Signage 
 Solar panels, external geysers, rain water tanks and appropriate screening methods 

 
8.2 SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN SUBMISSION PROCESS 
 
Before formal submission of the SDP, conceptual design sketches and ideas should be presented to the 
Review Committee so as to avoid abortive design work during the SDP design and approval process. 
 
8 x copies of the SDP must be submitted to the Review Committee. Although colour drawings may be 
presented, plans must be graphically packaged in grey scale for ease of reproduction. Once approved, the 
Purchaser, or the applicant acting for the Purchaser, may collect 6 copies of the SDP for submission to the 
Local Authority for their ultimate approval. The Review Committee and the MEAJV will each retain a copy of the 
SDP submitted. 
 
A scrutiny fee will be payable by the Purchaser to the Review Committee for the assessment of the SDP, the 
quantum of which will be amended from time to time. 
 
Building Plans submitted to the Local Authority for approval must be in accordance with the SDP details 
approved by the Design Committee. 
 
9.0 LANDSCAPING 
 
The Rivergate Commercial Precinct Landscaping Master Plan illustrates the approved landscaping plan for the 
general public interface of the Park. Individual development proposals are required to further enhance this 
image by incorporating the same design principles into the local Site Development Plan. 
 
The Purchaser will be responsible for the provision and maintenance of the landscaping of the Property and 
street verge. 
 
The proposal for the landscaping to the Property and the verge area shall be prepared by suitably qualified 
landscape professionals and submitted together with the SDP for acceptance by the Review Design Committee 
prior to being submitted to the City for approval. Typically such a landscape development plan will have to 
address issues such as extent and location of planted areas, walls and fences type and location, detailed list of 
plant species to be used and extent and type of paved/hardened surfaces. 
 
Landscaping to the Property is to be completed within 90 days after the issuing of a certificate of completion or 
such similar correspondence by the Local Authority confirming that the final building inspection has taken place 
or, correspondence issued by the Review Committee confirming that it considers the construction to be 
sufficiently complete for landscaping to commence / or that the construction has terminated.  
 
Area to be landscaped: 

 A minimum of 10% (ten per centum) of the property shall be landscaped. 
 Landscaped areas to be positioned on road frontages to enhance street scene. 
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 It is desirable to consolidate landscaping on the verge with the area immediately inside the 
property. If this method is used the off –site landscaping can be included in the calculation to 
obtain the minimum 10% area required for landscaping. 

 If linear strips of landscaping are planned along the inside of the property boundary, these should 
be a minimum of 1,2m wide. 

 Walls and facades of limited architectural articulation, need to be screened by landscaping, with 
trees at 7.5m intervals and large shrubs planted along the façade. 

 
Finishes and Materials: 

 No gravel or un-covered soil surfaces shall be permitted. All hard surfaces will at minimum consist 
of a bitumen mix, preferably broken up with paving, grassing, shrubs and tree planting. 

 Paving to have sufficient strength to carry heavy vehicular traffic. 
 
Footpaths and verges: 

 The Purchaser shall provide a footpath of at minimum 1.5 meters wide on the street verges of the 
Property.  

 Colour of hard surface materials for footpaths and verges to be shades of grey. 
 The footpath should be left uninterrupted along the edge of the road for pedestrian circulation, 

even where 90° off-street parking is provided. 
 A landscaped island of 1m is to be provided every 5 bays to break long rows of 90° parking bays 

where this is permitted. 
 All footpaths and kerbs are to be designed so as to facilitate wheelchair access. 
 The consolidation of landscaped areas is considered more desirable than the provision of small 

flowerbeds scattered throughout the development. 
 Trees are to be planted at maximum 7.5m intervals along available street verges  
 Trees may be planted in openings in paved surfaces, e.g. between parking bays.  
 On corner properties heavy landscaping should be provided on splayed corners. 
 No brown/grey crusher stone surfaces will be allowed in lieu of soft landscaping. 
 No hard landscaping (brick paved verges) in lieu of soft landscaping. 
 Except for hardened surfaces i.e. footpath, brick paving or tar providing access to the property, the 

Purchaser shall landscape a garden in accordance with the Guidelines inclusive of the provision 
and maintenance of an irrigation system to the street verge abutting the property and the internal 
landscaping. 
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Examples of acceptable landscaping (see below - landscaping “straddling” boundary fence)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Example of unacceptable landscaping 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
9.1 Approved Species List as per the Rivergate Landscape Framework Plan: 
 
Trees for both public realm and private developments: 
 

Acacia karoo 
Brachylaena discolor 
Ekebergia capensis 
Erythrina caffra 
Harpephyllum caffrum 
Kiggelaria africana 
Olea europaea subsp. Africana 
Rhus pendulina 
Rhus chirindensis 
Syzygium cordatum 
Syzygium guineense 
Sideroxylon inerme 

 
Understorey planting for road verges, public open spaces and landscaping inside private 
developments: 
 
Shrubs 
 

Aloe distans 
Barleria obtusa 
Bauhinia galpinii 
Buddleja saligna 

Felicia amelloides 
Leonotis leonorus 
Orphium frutescens 
Pelargonium cucullatum 

Tarchonanthus 
camphoratus 
Thunbergia alata 
Rhoicissus 
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Buddleja salviifolia 
Carissa macrocarpa 
Coleonema alba 
Dodonea visosa 
Erica spp. 
Euryops virgineus 
Euryops pectinatus 

 

Plumbago auriculata 
Polygala myrtifolia 
Rhus glauca 
Rhus crenata 
Rhus lucida 
Salvia africana-lutea 
Salvia africana-caerulea 
Salvia chamelaeagnea 

 

tomentosa/digitata 
Senecio tamoides 
Strelitzia nicolai 
Strelitzia reginae 
Aloe ferox 
Aloe arborescens 
Tecomaria capensis 

 

 
Ground Covers and Restios 
 

Arctotheca spp. 
Arctotis auriculata 
Carpobrotus edulis 
Carpobrotus acinaformis  
Chondropetalum tectorum 
Cotyledon orbiculata 
Diosma spp. 
Felicia bergeriana 
Gazania uniflora 

 

Geranium incanum 
Helichrysum argyrophyllum 
Helichrysum petiolare 
Plectranthus neochilus 
Pelargonium betulinum 
Pelargonium peltatum 
Sutera hispidata 
Thamnochortis spicigerus 

 

 
 
Bulbs 
 

Agapanthus africanus 
Crocosmia aurea 
Chasmanthe aethiopica 
Dietes grandiflora 
Dietes bicolor 
Jordaaniella dubia 
Kniphofia praecox 
Tulbaghia violaceae 
Watsonia marginata 
Zantedeschia aethiopica 

 

 
Marginal/Marsh Plants 
 

Chasmanthe aethiopica 
Elegia tectorum 
Onixotis stricta 
Salicornia sp. 
Wachendorfia parviflora 
Zantedeschia aethiopica 
Juncus krausii 
Sparaxis bulbifera 
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Water Plants 
 

Bolboschoenus martinus 
Cyperus alternifolius 
Juncus krausii 
Prionium serratum 
Phragmites australis 

 

 
Lawn 
 

Stenotaphyrm secundatum 
Cynodon dactylon 
Dactyloctenium australe 
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10.0 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 
The City of Cape Town’s new stormwater management policy (Management of Urban Stormwater Impacts 
Policy Version 1.1 of 27 may 2009 C 58/05/09) requires that stormwater generated from new developments 
must be managed to improve the quality and control the quantity and rate of discharge. Treatment facilities 
must be provided to achieve these goals by way of a combination of on-site (individual property developments) 
and regional off-site measures. 
 
The Developers of Rivergate Business Park, the Parklands Joint Venture, will provide a regional management 
system to cater for the major portion of infrastructure required to do the off-site stormwater management for 
compliance with the stormwater policy. (please refer to the separate BVI Stormwater Management Report and 
in particular to page 11 of the approved BVI Stormwater Report) 
 
On-site stormwater management measures for individual property developments on sites of 4000m² or larger, 
will be a requirement for building plan approval. Such requirements will entail all or some of the following: 
 
Treatment of Roof water: 

 Stormwater runoff from roof areas must be treated to improve the quality 
 Bioretention cells with a combined area of 5% of the total impervious area of the development 

must be established within landscaped areas in an appropriate location to receive roof water 
 The bioretention cell must be constructed in accordance with acceptable BMP design standards to 

facilitate filtration of the stormwater generated from roof areas with 20mm of rainfall per hour, 
before it is discharged to the municipal system. 

 
Litter treatment: 

 Stormwater catch pits must be designed and constructed to prevent litter from entering the 
underground system. 

 Gulley grids and special rakes on kerb inlets will be required. 
 Certain industries may require a litter trap to be constructed immediately upstream of the 

municipal stormwater connection. 
 
Oil/grit interceptor: 

 Mechanical workshops, transportation and storage yards will require oil/grit interceptors to be 
constructed immediately downstream of these facilities to remove spillages from stormwater 
runoff. 

 
Operational procedures and maintenance: 

 The implementation of operational procedures and on-going maintenance of infrastructure is 
essential to achieve a sustainable stormwater system. 

 
Example of a typical stormwater system: 

 A typical stormwater system in compliance with above requirements is indicated in the BVI 
Stormwater Management report. 

 
 


